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c. Stage 3—Development of Recommended
Plan. The feasibility study under the Con-
tinuing Authorities Program will include the
design of a recommended plan to the extent
necessary to proceed directly from the De-
tailed Project Report to preparation of plans
and specifications. While studies under the
Level C Survey Program would complete
plan formulation prior to accomplishing de-
tailed project design, the nature of this Pro-
gram necessitates a flexible design phase,
wherein changes in scope of the selected
plan, with accompanying changes in project
impacts and evaluation, are to be expected
and handled by planning personnel in order
that the DPR will reflect a selected plan con-
sistent with completed detailed design and a
plan justified under the current Federal
evaluation criteria for recommending Fed-
eral participation.

3. Planning Tasks.
a. Problem Identification. While planning

under Continuing Authorities is to be on a
multi-objective basis, the range of problems
that can be addressed under a particular Pro-
gram authority is more limited than nor-
mally considered in the conduct of studies
specifically authorized by Congress. A good
effort to focus the study on relevant prob-
lems should be made in the Recon phase of
the study, while more intense efforts at data
collection and definition of the problems and
associated needs should be accomplished dur-
ing Stage 2 planning.

b. Formulation of Alternatives. There are no
fundamental differences in the process of for-
mulating alternatives under these Program
authorities than in Level C Survey studies,
with the exception that the array of alter-
natives will normally be more limited based
on the discussion in para 3a above. The level
of detail to which the alternatives are for-
mulated, with associated assessments of im-
pacts and evaluation of beneficial and ad-
verse contributions, will vary greatly de-
pending on the study authority. In some
cases, alternatives will be screened and
eliminated for various reasons without full
development of a tentative plan which can be
assessed and evaluated. Such screening is
consistent with the nature of this Program;
however, good judgment and interdiscipli-
nary participation should be emphasized in
such preliminary screenings. The guidance in
the ER 1105–2–200 series of regulations with
regard to consideration of non-structural
measures and formulation of NED and EQ
plans, is fully applicable to studies con-
ducted under this Program.

c. Impact Assessment. There is no difference
in the requirements for the assessment of
impacts for studies conducted under Con-
tinuing Authorities and those under the
Level C Survey Program. As in all studies,
the extent to which information is obtained
to adequately assess impacts of alternative
plans is a matter of discretion of the report-

ing officer, bearing in mind the requirements
of the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (NEPA) and Section 122, Public Law 91–
611.

d. Evaluation. The processes, analyses and
displays for evaluation of alternative plans
as prescribed in the ER 1105–2–200 series of
regulations are generally applicable to stud-
ies conducted under Continuing Authorities.
Again, the level of detail, and not the proc-
ess itself, is to be consistent with the study
authority and the needs of the decision-mak-
ing process.
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§ 273.10 Purpose.

This regulation prescribes policies,
procedures and guidelines for research,
planning and operations for the Aquat-
ic Plant Control Program under au-
thority of section 302 of the Rivers and
Harbors Act of 1965.

§ 273.11 Applicability.

This regulation is applicable to all
OCE elements and all field operating
agencies having civil works respon-
sibilities.
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